One Word Quotation

Out of context
the word damnation
or weeping

or
or.

The word carrying
scare quotes

on its head

like horns

or
blinkers

like this:

“[your name here]”

Reciprocity Failure

Haggle like this.
Surrender light for sharpness
immobility for depth.
Go lower

still lower
exchange speed
for whatever you can get.

You could have ghosts

for the asking

shadows that will not move

but can follow you

even if you never say the word
sleep

in their hearing.

Don’t talk about colours

if you have more than a second
to spare. Dark rooms, red lights
they never — sometimes —
come out right.
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